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This brochure is printed on
paper from sustainable forests.
Please recycle or pass it on to

your friends and family or save paper by viewing
holidays online at www.neilson.co.uk and ordering
brochures to be sent directly by email.
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Please call or visit our website for a copy of the following Neilson brochures:
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WELCOME ABOARD
Welcome to our brand new summer 2011 yachting brochure. With over 30 years
experience of providing sailing holidays we’re proud to have pioneered the flotilla sailing
concept and have developed a whole host of yachting options to suit everyone from
nervous novices to salty sea dogs. With some great ‘learn to’ and family options combining
with our popular beachclubs – we really do have something for everyone.

Whilst the emphasis is certainly on fun we also focus on the reliability of our yacht fleet and
the safety of our operations.  As such all of our yachting bases are Royal Yachting
Association – RYA – training centres. Meaning that, our centres are independently
inspected each year to ensure the RYA’s exacting standards are being met. So you can relax
safe in the knowledge that you are in the hands of qualified experts.

We first introduced the Dufour 325 to our fleet in 2005, they have proved to be the ideal
boat for exploring the perfect sailing waters around Greece. We will have more new 325’s
for 2011 spread across all 3 of our sailing areas, as well as the new Dufour 405 available in
both the Ionian and Peloponnese for those who like that extra bit of space and
performance.

In 2009 we introduced a brand new sailing area around the Halkidiki peninsulas in the 
Northern Aegean, this has proved to be a popular un-crowded area in which we are now
able to offer a 2 week flotilla route enabling you to explore more of this superb sailing area.

People always ask us what is it that makes a Neilson holiday so special? Our attention to
detail and dedicated staff on hand at every step of your holiday journey are mentioned
time and time again by our returning guests and we are rightly proud of all those that pull
together to make your holiday time with us so special. From your first conversation with
our expert holiday advisors here in Brighton to your lead crew waving you farewell in
resort  - we never forget it is your valuable holiday time, and money, that you have
entrusted us with.

Last summers ‘ash’ and strike problems highlighted, more than ever, the security and
peace of mind that comes with the Neilson package. As part of the Thomas Cook Group
and as an ATOL protected operator, your holiday pounds are safe with us, from the
moment you book to the moment you step back onto your plane home it is our
responsibility to ensure that all goes well.  

Best wishes 

Pip & Pete 
Overseas & Managing Directors 
Neilson Active Holidays

We also provide fantastic Beachclub holidays with a wide range of land and water based 
activities, Ski and Snowboard holidays to Europe and North America and now we have
introduced both a new Neilson Lakes and Mountains brochure and a Neilson Adventures
brochure – for more information on any of these great Neilson holidays, contact us and
we’ll pop a brochure in the post. Or why not check out of website for even more details on
all our holidays and our popular online chatroom, a forum where our guests are able to tell
it like it is! 
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WHY CHOOSE
NEILSON
ACTIVE
HOLIDAYS?
If you’re looking for a fresh challenge, 
a week or two on a Neilson yachting
holiday is a great experience. Whether
you are a couple, family or group of
friends the Neilson fleet is comfortable,
safe and well equipped. 

Our qualified team of skippers are on
hand to help, from tying your first
bowline to completing a Royal Yachting
Association qualification.

TRIED AND TESTED

With almost 30 years of experience you’re sure to receive the warmest

welcome, the best instruction and a genuinely friendly approach to 

your holiday.

SUPERB SERVICE

Unlike many other yachting holiday companies we own and operate all

of our yachts – giving us the control we need to make sure you get the

best holiday possible.

FRIENDLY FLOTILLAS

We limit the size of our flotillas and provide a dedicated lead boat 

and expert crew – this means a better level of service and a more

relaxing holiday.

LEARNING TO SAIL

We offer a variety of courses to suit all ages and abilities. With our tried

and tested Royal Yachting Association (RYA) courses and fantastic yacht

trainers you will be sailing with confidence in no time at all.

EXPERTS.. .
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FREE CHILDREN’S CLUBS

Childcare for all children from the age of 2-17* years (excluding Hot

Shots) is included during the shorebased part of all Stay and Sail holidays

(excluding Nidri Stay and Sail).

GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY

There is no damage waiver, marine insurance or security deposit to pay

on a Neilson Yachting holiday, we even include your fuel.

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT

Book before 31st December 2010 and receive an early booking discount

of up to £150 per person.

GREAT DISCOUNTS FOR CHILDREN

Children aged 2-14 years on date of departure now qualify for our great

child prices of up to 20% off the adult price.

GROUPS – MORE FUN, BIGGER SAVINGS

We can offer you up to 1 free place in 6 on group holidays, depending

on the size, departure date and destination of your group. (conditions

apply, see page 80).

*Porto Heli 5-12 years. 

THE NORTHERN AEGEAN

Since we introduced flotilla sailing to the Northern Aegean in 2009, we

have discovered a host of welcoming harbours, tranquil bays, traditional

villages, golden sandy beaches and picturesque anchorages. Combined

with reliable winds and crystal clear seas it is no wonder that the

coastline of Halkidiki is known as “Greece’s secret paradise”

The introduction of a 2 week flotilla route enables you to explore the

three peninsulas of Halkidiki to the full, including the easternmost

peninsula of Akti with it’s dramatic coastline, many monastries clinging

to cliff-sides and the imposing Mount Athos. And, for those of you with

just a week to spend on your holiday, we have also introduced our

popular “Learn to Sail” option to Halkidiki. .

FREE INTRODUCTION TO YACHTING COURSE

Book your next Stay and Sail holiday in Nidri before 31st December

2010 and we will give each booking two FREE places on our introduction

to yachting course.

VALUE.. . & MORE.. .

Book online at www.neilson.co.uk or call 0845 070 3460
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Ease in gently with a week staying at one of our hotels.

During this week our team of fantastic instructors will

teach you to sail aboard our training yachts – the training

is fun and informative with plenty of time spent at sea

putting your skills into practice. 

Week two is when the fun really starts! You will spend the

week sailing at a leisurely pace with a group on other

yachts (commonly called a flotilla) – discovering new

villages and harbours, enjoying long lunches, swimming in

crystal clear water and enjoying the freedom and

excitement that sailing offers.

Alternatively, if a two-week holiday is 
simply not an option then our one-week
Learn to Sail holiday is the perfect solution. 

Moving straight onto your yacht, your first three days will

be spent with an instructor learning the skills required to

sail in a flotilla environment. After which, you meet up with

the rest of our yachts and sail with the flotilla.

STAY AND SAIL IS THE PERFECT COMBINATION FOR SAILING BEGINNERS

SAILING FOR
EVERYONE
Our yachting programme has 
something for everyone, from 
complete novices to diehard sailors,
couples, families and groups.

NEW TO YACHTING? 
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You may have been sailing for years, or

have enjoyed one or two adventures on

a Stay and Sail holiday, whatever your

level of sailing experience we have the

sailing holiday that is just right for you.

Flotilla holidays are great if you just want

to get out there sailing, with the support

and reassurance of our lead crew. There

is something for everyone with smaller

yachts for two or larger boats for a

family or group. Your lead boat and

crew of skipper, mate and engineer is

never far away. They have a wealth of

sailing and local knowledge and are

always on call to assist and ensure you

make the most of the sailing on offer.

Our bareboat option gives more

experienced sailors the freedom to sail

where, when and however they please.

It is the ultimate getaway with no

itinerary and no set routes. You will of

course have the security of our base and

lead crews just a call away. 

THEN WHY NOT ENJOY A FLOTILLA OR BAREBOAT ADVENTURE

SAILED BEFORE? 

Every flotilla will set out with a dedicated lead boat

crew, comprising skipper, mate and engineer

travelling on their own yacht. They are a multi-

talented crew who know the sailing areas and our

yachts intimately.

Each morning your skipper and mate will join you for

an informal chat about the day ahead along with the

day’s weather forecast. They plan routes to suit the

weather and will brief you on safe harbours and

anchorages where you can enjoy lazy afternoons

swimming and soaking up the sun. The evening’s

final destination will also be confirmed - together

with information on local facilities, places to eat and

details of evening social events. Meanwhile, your

engineer will be busy with engine checks and

refuelling, to ensure you have a smooth day’s sailing.

THE NEILSON
CREW

Book online at www.neilson.co.uk or call 0845 070 3460
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FLOTILLA HOLIDAY PRICE INCLUDES:

• Flights and transfers 

• Your yacht

• Marine insurance

• Damage waiver and security deposit

• Full tank of fuel and water

• Services and support of our lead boat and crew

• Starter pack

• Dinghy tender

• Yacht cleaning

ONE WEEK LEARN TO SAIL HOLIDAY 
PRICE INCLUDES:

• Flights and transfers 

• Your yacht

• Your Introduction to Yachting course

• Marine Insurance

• Damage waiver and security deposit

• Full tank of fuel and water

• Services and support of our lead boat and crew

• Starter pack

• Dinghy tender

• Yacht cleaning

GET AFLOAT 
WITH 
NEILSON
We own and operate all of our yachts –
ensuring a seamless service, which gives
us the control we need to make sure you
get the best holiday possible. We strive to
give you great value for money and with
so much already included, whatever your
budget there is a holiday to suit you.
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• Flights and transfers 

• Your accommodation 
(hotel and yacht)

• Bed and breakfast – Athos hotel

• Club board – The Retreat and 
The Anastasia 

• Half board – Nautica Bay Beachclub

• Shore based activities – The Retreat,
The Anastasia and Nautica Bay
Beachclub (activities vary)

• Services and support of our lead 
boat and crew

• Children’s clubs  – The Retreat, 
The Anastasia and Nautica Bay
Beachclub (Starfish and Hot Shots extra)

• Marine Insurance

• Damage waiver and security deposit

• Full tank of fuel and water

• Starter pack

• Dinghy tender

• Yacht cleaning

STAY & SAIL HOLIDAY PRICE INCLUDES:

For a complete listing of what is 

and what is not included on your

holiday please refer to resort pages

and page 80 for full details.

The Anastasia

Book online at www.neilson.co.uk or call 0845 070 3460
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FAMILIES 
ON FLOTILLA
Children love living on yachts - it’s one
great adventure! Fair weather, ropes, sails,
steering and endless new destinations will
keep them happy for hours. A Stay and
Sail or Flotilla holiday is a brilliant
experience for the whole family and one
your children will remember for years 
to come.
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Our reservations team can recommend the

best yacht and sailing area for your family’s

requirements and we provide junior

harnesses, lifejackets and safety netting

where needed.

Upon arrival on your yacht, our lead crews

are happy to assist, offering guidance on

cabin allocation and safety tips with children

in mind. Most days on flotilla for children will

involve a fun challenge from the lead crew to

keep your little ones occupied during the

day’s sailing and often further events will be

organised around their needs once on shore.

For more information on our children’s 

clubs and advice for families, please turn 

to page 78.

CHILDREN’S CLUBS

If you choose a Stay and Sail holiday your

children can join in the fun, on and off the

water at one of our children’s clubs during

your week ashore. 

Our fully trained and experienced English

speaking team have a bottomless supply of

ideas to ensure your children are supervised

and entertained at all times. That way, you’ll

be able to give it 100% on the water or just

focus on your tan and have 110% confidence

your children are playing as hard as you are.

All our children’s clubs are always in great

demand and places are limited. Pre-booking

is essential to guarantee your place. Please

note there are no children’s clubs at the

Athos Hotel in Nidri.

LEARNING TO SAIL

Children aged between 13 and 15 can join

their parents on a Private Introduction to

Yachting or Brush Up course. This is a great

opportunity for the family to learn an

exciting new skill together, having lots of fun

and adventures along the way.

SUPER SEVEN
Depending upon which of our Stay and Sail

bases you choose there is a range of seven clubs

for all children from 4 months - 17 years. 

STARFISH
(4-23 months) Supplement applies

SEA URCHINS
(2-4 years) FREE

SURFBUSTERS
(5-7 years) FREE

SHARKSTERS  
(8-11 years) * FREE

SURF SQUAD
(12-14 years) FREE

HOT SHOTS
(8-11 & 12-14 years)

Supplement applies

TAG TEAM (Teen Activity Group)
(15-17 years) FREE

HS

Book online at www.neilson.co.uk or call 0845 070 3460

* SHARKSTERS (8-12 years) at Nautica 
Bay Beachclub 
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ON FLOTILLA
Another day. Another destination. A flotilla
is a great way to enjoy a sociable sailing
holiday. You will spend your time in the
company of the Neilson lead crew and a
group of other yachts - known as a flotilla.
Not only do you experience the
independence of sailing your own yacht
from port to port during the day, you also
get to choose between pleasant evenings
in the company of your fellow sailors, or
spending them relaxing on your own
deck. Life on flotilla is a holiday that just
gets better every day.
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ON ARRIVAL

The Neilson team will be there to greet you

on arrival and show you to your yacht. Your

lead crew will then join you on board to

answer any questions you may have, show

you where everything is and just check that

everything is ship shape.

The remainder of the afternoon and evening

is then yours to spend as you wish - enjoy a

refreshing drink on deck, get to know some

of your fellow sailors or explore the local

area. You are then fully prepared for the start

of your adventure the following day.

A DAY IN THE LIFE...

As the morning sun peeps over your bow,

the lead crew will join you for a chat about

the day ahead, confirming the evening’s

destination together with some great places

to explore and idyllic lunch stops. 

It’s entirely up to you how you reach your

destination. You may want to get straight

there or take your time, anchoring for lunch

in a secluded bay, the day is yours to enjoy as

you please. And if you wish to hook up with

other parties on your flotilla they’re just a

VHF radio call away - as is your lead crew, in

case you need any help or advice.

As the afternoon drifts into evening, your

lead crew will be waiting to help you into

your mooring and point out the location of

shower facilities, bars and tavernas.

WHERE TO GO

The Ionian page 32

The Peloponnese page 40

The Northern Aegean page 46

YOUR YACHTING EXPERIENCE

Our three sailing areas require varying levels of

confidence and experience. It is important you

select the right sailing area for your party to

ensure your safety and enjoyment. Full details

can be found on the relevant pages and more

information on experience levels on page 76.

If you have never sailed a yacht before or feel your

skills may be a bit rusty you can combine a week’s

flotilla with a week ashore to take advantage of

our yacht courses. For more information on our

Stay and Sail holidays please turn to page 16.

SKIPPERED CHARTER

If you are an experienced sailor looking to regain

your confidence afloat then you can pre-book a

member of the Neilson yacht team to join you

on a skippered charter. 

They will spend the day with you, before retiring

to the lead boat in the evening. This option is

available for one to three days for a supplement

of £150 per yacht per day and is not suitable for

beginners who should complete an Introduction

to Yachting course.

Book online at www.neilson.co.uk or call 0845 070 3460
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BAREBOAT 
CHARTER
Our Bareboat or Independent charter
option gives more experienced sailors the
freedom to sail where, when and however
they please. No itinerary and no set
routes. A bareboat charter holiday is the
ultimate getaway.

Plot your own route around the many picturesque

bays, lively little harbour towns and fishing villages

scattered about the coastlines of our huge sailing

areas. Spend as long as you like at any stop, returning

to your favourite places over and over, or keep on the

move to discover something new at every turn.

Of course, since you’re with Neilson you’ll still have the

benefit of our expertise. Before you depart, our

bareboat co-ordinator will go through the route you’ve

planned, pointing out the highlights of your journey.

It’s always worth picking their brains, because they

often have a nugget of advice that could really make

your holiday, and naturally, they’ll also call or text you

each morning to pass on weather conditions and check

that everything on the yacht is as it should be.

Parga
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EXPERIENCE LEVELS

When booking bareboat charter we ask that

at least two people aboard are aged 18 years

or over and have plenty of sailing knowledge

and experience, having been in charge of a

sailing vessel for several cruises, possibly on

previous flotilla holidays. Both must be

comfortable sailing in a range of conditions.

If this level of experience cannot be satisfied,

a flotilla holiday may be more appropriate. 

See page 12 for more information on 

flotilla holidays.

WHERE TO GO

The Ionian page 32

The Peloponnese page 40

The Northern Aegean page 46

• Full tanks of diesel,
water and gas

• Marine insurance

• No damage waiver or
security deposit to pay

• Flights and transfers 

• Comprehensive tools
and spares

• A quick fix manual
for everyday repair
and maintenance

• Additional charts and
pilot book

• Mobile phone 
and charger (so you
can stay in contact
with our yacht base)

• Extra warps

• Starter pack

• A dedicated bareboat
co-ordinator

• A full skipper and
engineer’s briefing

• Details of all flotilla
routes, staff and
contact numbers

BAREBOAT CHARTER AND 
SUPPORT INCLUDES:

Book online at www.neilson.co.uk or call 0845 070 3460
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STAY & SAIL
Stay and Sail is a great way to combine a
relaxing week’s beach holiday with a fun-
filled week on a yacht. 

As with all our other holidays, you can use the first

week however you like. You can learn to sail from

scratch in a few days and brush up your skills if you

are feeling a bit rusty. Or you can try our other

activities - windsurfing, mountain biking, waterskiing,

or just relax by the pool and soak up the sun

(activities vary depending on resort).

This is a fantastic holiday choice for couples, families

and larger groups of all abilities, because everybody

gets to do what they want to do.
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